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from the mouth of this burly soldier, who only spoke when
addressed, shocked and amazed those who heard it.

Late in 1886, on the Riviera, the Crown Prince caught a
bad chill. He was left with a painful sore throat. By the
following January the inflammation had vanished, but lie
was speaking with a peculiar hoarseness. March came. The
family noticed that the hoarseness had increased. He com-
plained of dryness and discomfort in the throat. Professor
Gerhardt of Berlin was called. Gerhardt detected polypous
thickening of the vocal cords. He came daily and endea-
voured to remove the superfluous matter with red-hot wire
and tweezers. It was a painful but simple operation. There
was no cause for anxiety.

In the middle of April Gerhardt had laid aside his wire and
tweezers and advised the Crown Prince to take the cure at
Ems. The growth renewed itself as quickly as it was
destroyed. Gerhardt believed that the salubrious climate
at Ems and the cure might achieve what his instruments
could not do.

In the middle of May the Crown Prince returned to
Potsdam and Gerhardt came to examine the patient. His
face was grave when he told his patient that there was
nothing for it but to admit that Ems had done no good.
The thickening had greatly grown since April. Gerhardt
agreed with Dr. Wegner, personal physician to the Crown
Prince, to call in von Bergmann, one of Berlin's leading
surgeons. After several examinations of matter taken from
the throat, Bergmann began to talk to his colleagues of
cancer. It was his opinion that if the disease was cancer
the growth had been discovered in such an early state that
a very good chance existed of destroying it completely if the
operation of laryngotomy was performed with as little delay
as possible. They asked for the Crown Princess and told her
of their suspicions of cancer. Bergmann assured her that the
operation, though dangerous, offered the best chances.
Nothing was said to the Crown Prince.

The three doctors further consulted together and decided
to suggest the calling in of some eminent European specialist